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Phoenix wanted to revitalize its downtown; Arizona State University
wanted stronger ties to the city. Together they used building information
modeling to plan a new campus and put a media icon at its center.

By Jay W. Schneider, Senior Editor
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Submittingfirm: HDR Architecture Inc. (executive architect)
Owner: Arizona State University

Develaper: City of Phoenix

Arsitet: Enrlich Architects

Strctural enginer: Caruso Turley Scott Inc
MEP engieer: HDR Architecture Inc.
Generalcoiractr: Sundt Construction
General Information

Project size: 223,000 51

Gonstruction cost: $71 milion

Constructon time: March 2007 to May 2008
Delvery method: Design/build

he new campus’s first failty:
The RFP for a design-build team was won by the alliance

of HDR Architecture (exccutive architect), Ehrlich Architects
(design architect), and Sundt Construction (GC) and required
the team to adhere to an absolute fixed budget and a maximum
20-month timeline from a

ard to occupancy certificate.

The Building Team utilized integrated project delivery
and BIM to stay on time and on budget. Among other things,
IPD and BIM enabled the Building Team to create detailed
cost models instead of cost estimates, so that by the close of
business every Friday the project budget was rectified.

IPD also helped with the fast-track schedule by allowing
the project to be broken up into multiple packages, cach with
its own senior IPD leader and production team. The strategy
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The building basic rectilinear form—a simple 30-foot-
square exposed structural conerete column grid, burnished
concrete block walls, and insulated cladding—was a practi-

for the project’s budget and timeline. It enabled
the Building Team to maximize square footage: ASU had
a lengthy list of f:
sin-story, 223,000-sf faciliy.
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To moderate the monolithi effect of the rectangular
building, the Build: fFa bit here and there.
and bumped out stairwells several
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g Team sliced
feet from exterior walls. A

wraparound exterior balcony, and multicolored corrugated
metal cladding in a pattern inspired by FCC radio spectrum
chart further break up what could be a blocky exterior

The faclity opened in May 2008, and is adjacent to a pedes-

trian boulevard and across t om a newly completed
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Studio spaces were builtout quickly, but during nteror improvements
the flors received a top coatin to create a camera-fiendly flatness.

higherise residence hall and a'
adaptive reuse ofa historic pos
light rail system stops near the main entrance. The downtown
now bustles with student lif

The projectimpressed Building Team Awards judge Dan Hun-
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ing Consultantsin Rock Island, I “They had a very large task

putin front of them, and they were very successful.” 8oy
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‘Georgia-Pacific Gypsum products used on the project:

DensGlassMExteriorSheathing and
DensGlass™ Ultca Shaftliner

hen time s of the essence on a building

project, specifying materials that can help.
get the job completed on scheduleis of utmost
importance. Faced with this challenge; the Building
Team for Arizona State's new journalism an
communications school faclity selected Georgia-
Pacific's DensGlass™ Exterior Sheathing and
DensGlass™ Ultra Shaftliner. The Dens Family of
fiberglass-mat products for interior and exterior
walls, shafts, roof coverboard and tile applications
don't wick moisture and come with weather
exposure limited warranties.

Jon W, Griffin, AIA, Senior Project Architect with HDR
Architecture Inc, the project’s design architect, says.
the Building Team had just 20 months from project
award to certificate of occupancy. Griffn says he
specified DensGlass Ultra Shaftliner for elevator and
stairwell shafts because the project was fast paced
and using the fiberglass-mat gypsum panels allowed
the team to start interior trades before dry-in. Smart
material choices like ths helped the team meet the
project’s fixed budget and extremely tight schedule.

SILVER AWARD

Arizona State University Walter Cronkite School of
Journalism and Mass Communication, Phoenix, Ariz.
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