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Ehrlich-Architeets.in Dubai -
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A CALL OF DESTINY

Parisian Pad
Symbolist
Omar El-Nagdi
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Fhto by: Ehrad Pleifier

beautiful homes

The Helal
Residence
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[ 1 __.-:
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Ll =T Ehrlirk A ey s e e
Steven Ehrlich Architects was
"‘.ﬁjr'.-" in 1970 and ie lorcated in
QLnaed In 19/9 anda I1s iocateq i
(T Tayy Y W R«
California, USA. ternatio nally

recognized for distinctive design,
the firm’s approach to design ex

tends the traditions of architectural
innovation and the fusion of tech-
nology with cultural and environ

mental sensitivity. Steven Ehrlich
Architects has been honored with
seven National American Institute
of Architects (AlA) awards and
recognition as the 2003 Firm of the
Year the American Institute of Ar-

chitects, California Council.
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beautiful homes

Left page, top: Women's majilis.
Left page, Left: Entrance.

Left page, right: Dining.

Right page: The great hall.

Phatas on this page by: Ehrad Pleiffer
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Architect Steven Ehrlich an LA based architect was com-

d by a UAE national to design his family villa in the Duo-
desert, this was a request that he has actually been
for all his life. Ehrlich has long been a student of in-
seructures, from Szharan and sub-Saharan Africa
Yemen. Steven Ehrlich was invited by his client to

i for one week so as to acclimarize and immerse himself in
local surroundings, culture and importantly to understand

needs of his client and demands of the construction site.

Ehdi(‘h |m.:rh||-ciu|l::l¥-.' for the L[q:i.ip'l of all huilding.‘. isa
forward approach to function and an architecrural ex-

concerned with: users and the communiry a vernacu-

mnw [ 4] ||::-|,':j| i-]im.-m- andd l:'|:|.|||||.‘|.'. 1]'||;; il'lh:gl";’llii:-l'l uJ.

s social gatherings, the intensity and contexr ﬁr'lii.-,h:
shadows, and the power of ‘\.'i:l:l:lpl{' frerms and SPICES. The
Ehlrdich firm understands and embraces the i:::['m:rl:u'lt'l.'
W and Fn]ilu,' and the I1I;'L'I."\1'1i1:h' of {'xi'u'l.'uing the LII'I:iI.iIJL'
ristics af a I:,'IH'I1IIII.I11:iI:-' within the context af a func

.1.\.1_-||'Er'|i|:||.|'u.1,| faciling

i¢ culture is embedied and reinterpreved through mod-
tnchnu'lr_hg\.' and |,|1,'\.ig|:|. in this j{.-."&-l.‘:-."&-'i.llu:qu'-!'qml Tesi-
,ll_‘ll_'at{'l:l in the Persian f':ul!'. f‘i-l.';lring temperatures anal
decalinated water allowed the desert sive oo be trans-

d in[U an l:J;I_'\-i\ “'i‘l]1 Plllﬂl'h il I1':] I.ill1|:!'\:,':lpi.ﬂg.

Photos an this page by: Infan Nagi
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beautiful homes

Top: The cast-aluminum mashrabiya.
Middle; Open sleeping porch over one
of the master bedrooms.

Bottom: Entrance to mens majilis.

Sheathed in shimmering aluminum, a massive curved roof shelters and
unites the compound’s series of rworstory buildings. In section, the canopy
forms a crescent moon, the symbol of new life thar tops the minarets of
Islam. The canopy is supported by stone-clad columns thar function as me

chanical exhaust vents; they pierce the roof and project up to the sky, rem

iniscent of tracditional windcatchers in the age before air conditioning, The
whaole structure suggests a giant Bedowin tent, with the football-ficld-sized
roof, cantilevered 3o feet on each side, casting a giant swathe of shade.

The main entrance is approached through date palm grove aisles. A re-
flecting poal, which flows indoors and provides cooling, surrounds the
front fagade. A mashrabiyva, the traditional lattice sunscreen, fleers di-
rect sun. Gardens, fountains, shady courtyards, and terraces surround

and penetrate the buildings, making it a desert paradise,

The three-part plan separates the reception area (majlis) for male gecsts at
the west from the women's area behind the central grand hall and the fam-
i|}"1 s]c{:p]ng quarters to the east, Ina dance berween ancicnt and modern,
massive stone walls are counterpoint to krge expanses of glass and e ef-
ements of steel. Shadows of contempaorized Islamic patterns from the
mashrabiyya are cast onto stone floors and shimmer in the reflecting pools.

The executive architect for this project was Godwin Austen Johnson,

Photos on this page by: Ehrad Pfeiffer
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W visit the Hamoudi villa on the Palm which is as full of
character as it is like.

The work of architects Steven Ehrlich; a culturally and en-
vironmentally sensitive masterpiece is created,

[_'I'l up{lan: o remind us how -.1-r_-.- gl::||:-|| L'Iil'\'\'il;‘ [w=11 |r:.uk
An insight from senior Horal arvist of Whad Flowers.

A Parisien Apartment that has been decorared '|_|_1.' {le\:;m
duo Elie Labaky and Rola Vincent.

A Harran villa at the Lakes is decorated b:. Aati interior
designer Rena Masri.

A collection that fivers minimalism and muted tones.

o =

The Latese and greatest trend in home decoration.

W ralk to the “magician of color”, Egyptian symbaolise
E]ll‘iilr ]':.|'x;jgdi.

A collection of what's happening on the design scene.
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Stepevi proves itself in the the realm of rugs.
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