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When designing his family’s new home, aniaward=winning architect embraced tech-
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and journalist, also desired a home that would comfortably accommao-
date their unique nesads, these of three grown children and overnight
guests. The specific goals: to ereate a flexible, organic compound that
wowild adapt as the familys needs changed; to reinforce the concept
af urban infill while obtaining privacy within a community context; 10
rraximize volurne, light and privacy on the narrow 43-by-132-foot ur-
ban lot; to design a sustainable structure that responds with sensitivity
to scale and contest; to utilize raw materials suitable for the boharmian
grittiness of Venice, Calif; and to dissolve the barriers between the in-
tenor and extenor.

"l warted to ereate a compound for my family that would have pri-
vacy but would alse be connected to the vibrant Venice community,”
Ehrich said, *1 then wanted to create an ervironment that would be
transformative.”

After spending one year at the drawing board, the design team be-
gan construction on the home in June 2002. OF the many challenges
encountered, the narmow site, situated at the comer of a street lined with
traditional beach bungalows and palm trees, presented its fair share of
abstacles. For one, three 80-year-old trees were rooted on the lot. Rath-
er than removing the two pines and the one palm, Ehrlich and his team
worked around the trees and constructed three separate courtyards,
gach one celebrating one of the three aged trees,

The mene size of the plot ako pesed additional problems. To
maximize space, Ehrlich erected two stores plus a mezzanine level, all
constructed around the courtyard, This brought the main home’s total
square footage to 3,000 and oreated a multi-use space that merges the
temperate outdoor climate with the interior,

The exterior features Corten steel, Flexirock and Trex material. At
the street facade, the house is outlined by a steel exaskeleton. Rusted
Corten steel cutside and camauba-waxed steel wrap an element of
the house that includes a low-ceiling kitchen, entry, ground-level library
and two mezzanine-level sleeping pods. Ehrlich incorporated aute-
miatic light scrims that roll down and cut from the steel exoskeletan to
shield the western walls from the harsh heat of the setting sun and to
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creeate different spacial environments. The scrims can be convenienthy
controlled with remote portable switches, The horizontal siding is man-
ufactured by Trex, a sustainable material traditionally used in decking
applications that & composed of recycled plastic bags and sawdust
Photovaltaic panels act as an energy source for the home. In the eve
nings, a shed reof that opens a celerestory to the western sky bathes
the top fleor in saft moonlight.

Insicls the mederm dwelling, a 15-and-a-hali-fact-high lving/dining
area opens on threa sides to the exteriors. Sliding glass doors allow en
trance to the tranguil posl courtyard. The family court situated between
the main house and guest house can be sccessed via 11-foot pivating
alass doars, The family courtyard i replete with built-in barbecus, radi-
ant heated seating platform and gardens that encourage friendly gather-
ngs. Fifteen-and-a-half-foot-high sliding metal doors provide access to
the garden court that celebrates an aged multi-trunk aleppo pine tres

When the three doors are cast open, they transform the home into

3 birea

ry, well-vantilated pavilion, negating the necessity of aircondi-
tinning. When temperatures tumn cooler, the concrete slab absorbs the
sun’s warmth and slowly dispels it into the interors. Additional heating

s provided by Rusher Air radiant heating located in the concrete floor
and benaath the walnut floors on the upper lavel.

The architectural design merges lofty areas with tightly confined
spaces. The use of varied materals thraughout the home creates

contrasting rough and smaoath surfaces and adds depth and texture.

Iren axide concrete floors evake a raw coolness on the lower level,
while walnut flooring on the upper level creates a sense of sarthy
warmth. Gypsom plaster with a wax coating and custom-blended
concrete masonry contribute to the overall assthetic. The result is a
dynamic, organic interior,

Spacially, the home "is compressed at the low front entrance of the
house and then explodes into the main volume,” Ehrlich said. “Stairs
lzad up to a pair of mezzanine-level sheeping "pods” with decks: a glass
bridge spans the living reom and leads to another flight of stairs up to
the master bedroom and study”

The kitchen is strongly connected to the main dining gpace and
cantinues the uninterrupted spacial flow. Twe walk-in pantries provide
storage solutions for focd and dishes, nullifying the nesd for upper
cabinats, The Walf range/oven is free-floating and flanked by custom
steel counters on either side.

Completed in fall 2003, Ebrlich and his family have resided in the
home for nearly two and a half years now. In that time, the residence
has served the purposes for which it was designed. “It's proven to
be a wonderful gathering place,” Ehrich said. We find it intimate
whin just Mancy and | are at home alone (with their two cats and one
daog), or we'll have large dinner parties for 20 people or more. Its just
proven 1o be a wonderful, flexible space that welcomes all.™ A fitting
residence, no doubt, for an architect whose firm strives "to create

sarene environments that replenish the soul.” @




Fleibility and transformation are realized
through a wood-and-steel frame structure
outlined by a steel exoskeleton, from
which automatic light scrims. roll down.,
The scrims not on i shield the front fa-
cache from the western sun, but alse form
tent-Bke spaces anound the pool.
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